
F'rat"*ry:i*y il,*:1,**rxii":-*-i-: nriil i

R r-r"hl'ii::::1, * ari;r::i- *:l'l

L
al'

s
€atry-i$h* f tB t_-



I'raf.ci^r, i t; :ni:l-,crslii-n arti..

Ai: tiro :: : t ari e-rii sr,i

r,cu.i.- i-. L,lJt:la 'lr-.

I1.iai'ii UniversiLl'

I;nJ N t

s

tf'
"a-

l_b

tD
{{)

. LrJj i9ai



Nv"k*
FoLlou)in^ t!)e ?sA clioariaLyl;icaiLy -i;ased yeseayc'l,t of( q?eu //

nrl.ornoti't' at.\ tTrt)s stuCy set out io shara that fz.aternity
me:nhers a-Te norle authoritayian than nonine.mhers usi-ng t;Vte

L:aLancecj F (fescist;) scale. ?\te scale i.s designed to mea*

aure such, components ds conlentionaLity anC confoz.mil;y.

ft ?ias hLlpothesi,zed that fraterni,ty nten'bers ere inore confoz.*

mtng anC conuent'LonaT tlzan nonmembers" so l;hey ue'te pred{ci-

ted. to score highez, on this test; a highet, score ?epyesents

e noye conforming and. conuenti,onal" ind.iuiduaL, Thirty nzale

coLT-ege students at Iliani'tlni,uersi,ty betateen the ages of

et,ghteen anri, tuenty-tuto uere testeC ui,th fifteen members

vepresenting each of the tuo grloups. An independent sampLing

design t test Llas d.one and. tVte resuli Das stgnt)ficant. it

ther.ef ore suitported the h.ypo'Lhesis thal; fraternits- mernbers

are more confox'ming and conuent'LonaL tlzan nonfuernbers. Re-

cotnmev'idat'Lons'for future, research ay:e presenteC.
.f ' )r'J r *tL

In the oriEinal vo1urr,e, tlie Authoritarian trerscnality
(Adornc, lirenkel-trrunsv;iclio Levj-nscn ancl Sanfcrd, 1950 ) , ti:e

au'cilcrs wa-nted to develop a rileasure of an ind-ivicr-i-al'g suc--

cep'i:j-tiilit1' to anticlemocratic l4eoIogy. This construct i+as

rl,easurei j:v the Fascist scale (f' scale) . Included in the

mea"surinq instr'*nent were iter+s desiEnec to tap tlie co;irl-;osii:e
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beli-efs tl:ouc;ht to be associated- with the autl:oritarian
synd.rorile. ?his syndrome v;;.s conceptualizeC as indicative
of indirrid,uals r.^rho woulC rigioly acl-here to conventional

values (conveniionalism) o oh'eyingi proponents of these val*
ues (authoriatarian si.rJ:rnission) , ani aiivocating punisiir*ent

for rriolaiors (authoritarian aasression). Also,. tire autl:c'r-

itari:p.:r v,'ould- l:e liLe1y to exhibit an overly negative view

of nnn]-,ind (destructiveness and cynicism) , oppose any re*

liance on suk jective feelingls (anti-irltraception) , a-ni-..s,:ia*

r-'i l-.r rccan{- .U-i:e1i1alilra_L t!.eterm.inants of hehaViOr anC Cale-

gorical thinl':inE (superstition and r'tereotypy). The autiror--

itarian is preoccupied with power rnlationships and exi:ibi'ts

a 1:or.,'er and touqhness orientation. Overlir concernec viith

issues regardj-ng sexuality, t.he authoritarian projecis lris

o-i.=n sexual and aggressive motivations onto tirose arouncj liii-,r

(project.ivity) . It was these nine cornponents of the author-

itarian siinilssnr-s ti-rat the California tr scale v.,ias intendeci to

LAIJ t

The theoretical underpinnings for the subcomponents were

i;rimarily psychoanalytic and v;ere supported 1arEel1r I:y itr"i:er-

-riev; ani projective clata" Authoritarians t"iere thought i,:o

be indi-viduaLs r.rith strict suFeregos controlling a rveak ego.

The superego r"/as the chief structure underliringt ti:e aclherence

io exiernalllz inposed conveniional standards and the author-
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itariau subrnission to individuals who irnpo,,,e these stanCards.

The outgrou;: was the t.arget of host.c;1ity resultingi frorn ttris

particular aberration of superego functicning. A rveak €go,

not coriiS:letely in control of l:'ei-ravior and unaccepting of t.lie

resf,oi'rsik,i:,ity :lor feelings anc actions.- hias t.ite structure

assurned to underlie rigic-l caiegorical .tilinl;ing, reject.ion of

feelings as a basis for action, anii'Lhe projection of sexual

and agEressive nrotives onLo others. Foth the conventional

i\ nonurnental number of studdes have been devoted to the

correlation of the n scale^ with other attitudinal ancl person-
. |l^tuIl lr.+rv..-& lupo4*ta 14\ IQA ,

ality rneasuresl |or exarnlrle,

reporLed strong correlations of the tr scale with neasures oi

conservative econornic and political views (.52) . Elrns and

l.iilgram (f 966) ciemonstrated that. obeciient subjects scored

hiEher on the F scale than defiant ones. In terms of reli*
gious participation, iriqh authoritarians are rirore likely than

equalitarians to attend church regularly (iones, 1958) and

supereEo an<J. nakk eEo share the blanie for tire power ancl touEli* { , \t}]J
ness espoused hy the authori'tarian anci the cynical view he / J[ '\

[{
jjy Lrlc crtrL:lLrr-LLci!-Lcrtl d.rrLr Lrle uJl].rudt v-Leu.r rre f a \ rrrd

has of niankinc'i. rinally, the authori-tarian rvas thought to ,U-: '^^ di";",".:;;.-';;;":";;"""". 
;; ;;;..'- *-:[d

nnrrl r'r l'ro r-r.nressed only inclirectly as excnplif ieC b1z the ttJ"\ q,vvu!!.vjlU

(/
au-Ei:oritari+nls-.-exe[geryt:d concern r,,'ith sexuality anci rl'ith V/hnc.f-i'r'i-r-rr +-ar.t1yf, those who violate the nOres-- u-f t.he inq.rgup./
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frecgueirtllz (lyrnc , 1974) .

This e>:peri:ir,ental sturiy is airning at shor+ing t.hat 
:

peo!)I-e vo'ho will join fraternities are ciisi:osed to conven-

i:ionalisrL ancl conforriity. !'Ihy are conformity and conven

ti-r:nalisr:r important rrj-th rega-rd to fraterni-ty r':eml,ership?

Scx"*e e:<amples i.Iill serve to shorv llow ccnfcrrriL;. a:ii-i ccn*'

vcntiona--l i-sif e.l:e -tr:lr.lortant in :i:::;-L-L.e:r:rril:y ';..=r:':.-;;)::;:i:",-,,.

;ill i:raier::iiies l:.ave sorire t:i,oe of an initiation pro'*

cess. lotential rnenl:ers have to sul:ri..it to tiris experience,

usuaill' d"angerous or humilating, if theiz hiant to join.

This ties in with the rvork of Elrns and tlilqran: (i965) on

obecience.

The co-nventionalisn of fraterni'L,ies is exernpli'Fied by

fraternitlr hand.bool;s r.;"a-rning about the ciangers of cor:r,r"uni-
-=-

cr lijnnrrar .;Dte 1) . Similarl1', 'lire nu=tho_risarien_Fe;SOrl-DIi. \iivu'vs! t -rvUE Ll . !-!r!.iaq!!j i ::j:_==

:l it--.r .'-annr{-o{ stronc ccrrelates of ti:e jf scale with conl--s-1Yt

servative econori'ic and political views

Fraternitres irolc formal irieetinEs regularly and nany

end i,,iiLh a prayer. ',,li1so, before the brothers eat dinner,

tlrc,-; alrgavgi sra\/ nr;r..6'. iocic.f.her. Related ta Lhis arg thg

stuCies citec. earlier shor,:ing that i:igli l: sca-le scores are

assccia'i:e d r":ith regular anrl f reciuent church aitendance.

Tliis e><ilerin-l*nt l.:i11 use the bala-nced :I scale because

it is a l:etter nieasurinci device of authorit.arianisnr than

t)

1(,; fr',,rl.tu
{-r fu^r
\L,t )r,,t

vrt"ub u)
a.ra/avf' rur,(h, .

f& ,,,!',
t7 il,t
'r"-'{"4\



ti:e (Califcrnia) ts scale" ?he I sce^le iras l:een criticizecl-

J:ecause it confounCied authoritarianisrt i'ritl: accui-escenc

resl-)ollse Liases. ;]npirical support for such a bias u=as l,ro--

r,.ided in a studiz i:'i. 3ont (1955) r';iiich at.tributei a larger

'-'-:'-"^ ^r the variance:-n tlie !'scale $ccres to accui*rjLVr" (itr LIUII Ul- UrIG V(llI(rIl9u JII ul. : -!aIg JVV!EL1 LU A

cscence than to tire authorltarian content of the scale. It

is ;:ossj-ljle l:o measure authoritarianisi",r while eliminatj-ng

tire confouncli-ng influence of acquiescence by using tire bal*

ancecl F scale deviseC }:y tsyrne (L97 4) ; the correlation of

t'his scale rviti: the oriqinal F scale is .84 .

.i'i:atern'it1' r,e:ir1:ership is tire inaci:ehcLent variable, and

tiiose r",'iic are fraterr:itlr rirerrr*llers shcr"rio irave iiigir.er scores

on tire balanced F scale (dei:eni.ent variable) ; a higirer score

ir:di-cates a more conforrni-nq anC conventional individ-ual- "

Tire higher scores on the balanced F scale are exliecied from

F-^.!- ^-!. :.'--- *.^-.!.^-.- -^-.^^.'.L.^rd L-^^!r-aLL:,rrrLy riLsitlr€rs versus nonraeiirbers because they are irltpc*

tl:esixeii to be cc:iventional and ccnforminc. Eecause tire

inclei:enrLent varia-hle ca"nnot be rancor,ly assigned, it shouic

i.'e liepL in ri'iinc ii:at favoral:le resulLs ao nat necessarily es*

ta-l--lish a conncctiorr only i:etv,reen the j-ni-ei:encent anci dei:*

endent variable; tfrerc rnay be otl:er things related {:o fra*

'cernjty i;iemhershi-p t.ha; contribute to tlie irigh i:alanced l?

scale scc)res ilesides conventional-isni and conforrniLv.
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i'iethocl

Subjects

tlal-e college undergraduate students at t'iiarni University

in Chio l:etl.;een eigirteen and tvrenty--tr{o years of age par*

ticipated in tire stucly. Fifteen fraternity and fifteen

non-fra.ternity rilembers \.iere used for a total- of tSirty
partic j-pants. The treatment of the participants r+as in ac*.

corciance vlitir ihe eLhical stand"ards of t.he A?A.

Ai:i:a-ra'tus

Tire l:alanced !' Scale vias used- as
(q,,,

Frrocedure
fur,^ux n &)h'glnh ,l

tire dependent variable.
f A^4e.) .

Subject's r{ere ai:proac}red individually either in their

Corni-tory or fraternity house. Thel' r,',/ere tcl-d. that the

auth.or had. a statistics project to do, and collecting this

inionrnaticn vas part of the project. They v,'ere asl:ed if

tire;' r:'oulrf help hrir out by conpleting a ;:ublic cpinion ques*

tionira.ire. If 't.hey coi:sented, thel' v"'ere irancied tiiree sheets

cf pa5rer" ?ire first sheet itad instructions telling thern

that ti:e best ansvier is their personal opir-lion, tirere are no

!.;ronE a.ilsr^,2€rs, and whether they agiree or clisagr€e tr'ith any

staterneni 'the1' can be sure that i.iany otl:ers share ti:e same

i-,eliefs. Ti:e seccncl- page containeo the actual questions., and

.!'h -^ -L t. ; 
--']Lrru LrlrlLr ;9o93 lrfa's the a.fisr"','€! sheet. After conpletiirg the
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guesti-onnai-re, suJJ jects tiere del:rie:f e.l". The t.",ro groups,
'Fraternit:' and" non*'fraterni-tf i*cmlrers hac equal represen*

taL.j-o:'r; -fifteen frc::i eaclr q:rouf :-'illec ou-u the questionnaire.

Resul ts

The lleans anci standard cleviations of tire scores on the

balancec], i= scale are prcsented in Tai:le i. An indep,endent

e.anri-,1 'i 'nrr r-nci 6in -F laqt r.r:q r-'.rnr: r.ri tlr ci rpnjf iCant feSUltS;"*:'/
t (:3) = 7.55, ? I .005. Tire data does not ind-ica'be at

the .C5 leve1 tirai t}:e assuriiittion of equal variance is un*

"i'lounCed; tr (L!,F 14) = i.,56, p >.05.

T;illl-.ii I I' Scale iiccrss for Fra'L.ernity and lion-Fra'ternitlz
!:,ani:ers

I'i:ai.ern itiz I :eli:.llcrs

.Jon*.f'raternit'.,,. i.ieril:e rs

l.iean Stand.arc-]" Devia-tion

fl9.33 q r,q

5t;.26 I ? n?

Discussion

f'::aternity ner,rbe::s sccrecl significant.li, higher on ';i-re
i:alancec- F scale, a 'rest designed to r:eacluse autirorita::ianisn.

Tlrcrc-fc::e, thc l:iz;cothesis that f::atcrirj-ty r,rer'.j:ers arc nlore

confo::r':linE anci uonrrentional (i.e .n auti'ioritarj-an) iias s{.rp-.

pcr'tec.i in ci:is stu.ci;'"

Xu{:.u::e r,esearci: s}rcu"lc si:riciy sorority' irer.lbcrship and.

au'ci:';::i'tp,::'i anism; si:rrilar resr:l-ts are e::peclec-i i:-,r this; author.
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Tiris studi',r'll:iich uses j-ntact graups," d,oes net ansr,'-'er the

r-u-erL-i-cir of cau.salit1r. lfoes being in a- fraternitf increase

autiro::ita-riani-sn? Are i-r:Ciivi.jr-ral s r?i:o a'pplv to fraternit.ies
noi:e authc::ita-rian to begin r.:ith? Qr u c],o fraternities only

acce;:t arii.ircri tariau :-nil:v:i cl"uals? Ti:ese questions are i:e*
c-rzoi^:ir '!-l:a qr:r--':e n-3 'i-hi s <r:l'lcriilent antl- fu'bure researc?r €.;rould"

aCiress 'tiieri, ti:roucrh lonr-ri Ludinal stuCie s.
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Instructions to Subjects:

PUBLIC OPIIIION SCALE

The following sets of items are an attempt to assess

the opinions of college students about a number of import-

ant personal, acaciernic, ani socia. l- issues. The best an-

sr"/er to each stateinent is vour personal opinion IJe have

triecl to cover filanlz elifferent ani opposing points of vj-ew;

{:i^,i Un,.real € -^*^.."ii/Lru rircry' r-rriu 1'orlrs€lf agreeing strongly with some of the
ef r*'n*r*n!a r;sagreeing just as strongly wittt others, and'JLCiLUI.,UIIL5, LIYcT(-I.LtJi:IIIIr J LlbL

r')r-rl-rAnFi rinr-erf 4!p abOut OtherS; Wlietl-:er ),OU agree Of diSa-vLrlL!r, YvirL LrjL! ) L

gree v;ith any statement, you can be sure that many people

feel the same way vou do.

i:lark: your r:pin5-on ai:out eaci: staiement on the answer

sheet (follov,ring the statements) according to how much you

.f .l 
^^---^^ .-.i !1-. .,iLcLi rcs L,r ur;r,;ryl€€ v:itlf it. Please mafk evefy one.
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There is har:dly anything lower than a person who does not feel
a <ireat 1ove, gratitucie, and respect for his parents.
r1,n insult to our honor should alvrays be punished.
I:col-"s and movies ougiirt noL. to deal so much with the unpleasant
aner searny side of life; they ought to concentrate on themes
Lirat are entertaining or uplifting.
r'.'i:.r.L tiie youth needs niost is strict discipline, rugged deter-
irj-naLj-on anci tirc v;ill to Lrork anci fight for family and country.
' 11 .rrn6 n^rrr "l ,innan.F rrnrcnn natrl rl 6r7ar +hi hl- nf hrrr.{ '
'iv ra,rL, rr'rr(lqr, LdsvsrrL ;,srson coulcl ever think of hurting a
clc-'l;c f ricnc or relati-ve.
\:orincl people sornetimes get rebellious ideas, but as t,hey grow
u1; tirci' ought to get over them and settle down.-i'he iindings of science may som.e day show that many of our most
cherished beliefs are wrongi.
rt is liicrhly unlikely that astrology will ever be able to
e>:1:lain anything i
,'eo1;le ougiht to pa1, niore attention to new ideas, even if they
secri, to go against the American walz of life.
If ;:'eople vroulcj tall'.: less anC work nrore, everybody vJould be
irctt--cr of f .

A person i,qiro iras bac-1 manners, habits, anci breeding can hardly
e)ipcci: to gct along rvith decent people.
firsult.s to our ilonor are not alv;ays important enough to bother
irL,ont.
It!s all r:ic: irL. ior i:eoir]6 to
rl,os t- sacre t. natl-ers.

raise c;uestions about even the

i,,;redience ani. resi;eci: for authority are the nost i-mportant
vi; Lucs ciril-c:ren s;iouii iearn.
':. llere is rrc reason io i,runi-sh Eny crinLe i,.,iU}: the death penalty.
-*n.,,liie r..,,r:c lvoulr,1 int.eri:ret tl:e i,ji-rle literally just doesn't
,iii"jij',"' n:ucii aj-<iut geoiOq;y, bioJ..ocly, Or hiStory.
Lir tiiis scientific.t(,€ the neeri for a religious belief is more
irrport-an1- llian ever.
.'ilen the;r 3as little, i:icis sometimes think about doing harm to
one or i:cth of Ltreir pare nts.
it- is f",<lssible that creatures on other 1:lanets irave founded a
i:.etter society than ours.
Ti.re ;:risoners in our cc;rrective instit.ut-ions, regardless of the
ilaiLire of tireir crimes, should be humanely treated.
The sooner t:eo]:le realize Lhat rse must oet rid of all- the
trai L.Orl; :.r-, 'r':i' ir:yernil ciri- Lrrc j.,e . , . : Oif Wet II be.
Some of the greatest --rocit'i e:; in r,an'E; lristory have been
crcrirri.i:i:e il irr tilc: :i.lne cf rel icrion ancl morai.itV.
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Strongly Agree
iior-lerately Agree
Slightly l-\gree
lio Opinion
Slightly DisaEree
tloderately Dj-sagree

Strongly Disagree

I
I

I
I
I
t.

t_

l.

I
1

L

a



i I _-, /1i r.:- :- T -, 
:

( u:lr: :os L:l ia't . 
-l rltic:3s .

,Jcnes , i!." ; . iel iqious ve-'1 Ltes aild
{---oggqgl_._qi_sgcrgl_i-gJslof ggg,

lcfe::ence :lc-te

Ccr.llr,i-r.rii;,:r a-::.'.'I.'Liir: caJ-J-eq;e s Lui*ri'i:
1965, pp. 7A"7L.

References

arrthorj-tariarr tcrrc,cncy .
anr- .lT aa ^4,Lii.-rt ,!3, ni*wr.

Ja:;rl ,. l. ::. liu-'tl:o::itar:i.ariisr.i ar acquiensce ncc? Jcurira-1
_c:f Abnsrr.,Lal a-nc 5oc-ia} ?s:'ci,olog:', Li55u ll, 5lf-ffiT.

-;:;te,- l. ,iil_ int::ociuction t.o ter-sanalit:'. in!-lel:oci" Cli-f f s '-1,,j.: ?

;1ciorno" ?. I;. Frenliel-Brui:slrick, 8., Levinscn & Sanforcj,
Fi. ii . liie ,-,r.utirorit.arian pc rs anal ity . i'ier.'; -/orl< ; Ilar;*re r
c: -',O-!"-, Ii5.,.

il:,;rsr A. C",- & i.i1g::ari, 5. ?ersonal it'r el:ara-cteris'1. ics
associatei, r;i-tir obedi-ence and cle'{'iance t--orgarc :;:uti:.or-"
itative Ccrrs:anil. ,louri:al of jixi:erii:rental F"esearci: in
i e::scnalitl' , L9{,5 ,

1r

"{

t0
-r- tL


